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[The following article by Lucien O. Chauvin is reprinted with the permission of Noticias Aliadas in
Lima, Peru. It first appeared in the April 24, 2000, edition of the weekly publication Latinamerica
Press.]
After four days of suspense, while a crowd of more than 30,000 people gathered in downtown Lima,
the radio flashed the news: official election results confirmed that Alejandro Toledo would face
President Alberto Fujimori in a runoff for the country's top job. The crowd burst into chants of
"Toledo, yes! Fraud, no!"
Fujimori fell just a fraction of a point short of a first-round victory April 9 in his bid for a third
presidential term, in elections marred by accusations of fraud and technical incompetence. On April
12, with 97.7% of the vote counted, the Oficina Nacional de Procesos Electorales (ONPE) gave the
president 49.84% of the valid votes cast. Toledo was in second place, with 40.31%.
Because neither candidate won 50% plus one vote, a runoff will be held in late May or early June.
The coming campaign is expected to be dirty. As the runoff was being announced, pro-Fujimori
journalists were already asking Toledo whether he used drugs during his university days in
California in the 1970s.

President's opponents, observers charge him with fraud
One issue that will dog Fujimori is the allegation that his coalition forged 1.2 million signatures to
get on the ballot (NotiSur, 2000-03-17). The accusation involves close presidential allies, including
the leading candidate on the congressional ticket, Absalon Vasquez. Prosecutor Marta Trabucco,
who is investigating the case, announced in late March that she would release her findings as soon
as the elections were over.
Accusations ranging from "grave irregularities" to outright fraud marred the entire election. The
ONPE and its director Jose Portillo were strongly criticized for the way the vote count was done
and for serious glitches in the computer system. Toledo and his Peru Posible party were not alone
in demanding a second round of voting. The Organization of American States (OAS), US and
European governments, local polling companies, and Transparency, a Peruvian election- monitoring
group, all called for a runoff.
Former Guatemalan Foreign Minister Eduardo Stein, who headed the OAS observer mission, also
accused the ONPE of failing to do its job. "The vote-tabulating process is highly irregular," Stein
said the day after the election, adding that the OAS mission had pointed out serious problems with
the ONPE system weeks before the elections, but that no corrective measures were taken.
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In a dry run the day before the elections, the number of ballots entered into the system did not
match the total on the final printout. Exit polls on election day gave Toledo a lead over Fujimori.
A few hours after the polls closed, however, the survey companies reversed their results, putting
Fujimori in first place, but saying he would fall short of a first-round victory. Transparency, which
did a quick count based on 700 of the country's 89,819 polling places, predicted that Fujimori would
receive about 48% of the vote.
At a press conference on April 10, Fujimori chastised Toledo and the international community
for calling for a runoff before the final tally. He said the will of the Peruvian people could not
be changed merely because private groups or international observers wanted a runoff. As the
vote count dragged on, Toledo supporters in at least eight departmental capitals held the largest
demonstrations in 20 years. Toledo says local protests, international pressure, and the foreign media
forced the government to back off from a fraudulent first-round victory.

Toledo claims he won a majority
Although there will be a runoff, Toledo supporters are convinced that fraud did occur. Toledo has
insisted that "credible, high-placed sources assure me that we won 56.08 [percent of the vote] on
election day." Just weeks ago, a runoff seemed unlikely. Polls as late as February showed Fujimori
leading the field with more than 40% of the vote, while his closest rivals were not even in double
digits. By early March, however, surveys were registering Toledo's meteoric rise.
One of 16 children of a poor campesino family, Toledo, 54, is a relative newcomer to politics. He ran
for president as an unknown in 1995, placing fourth with less than 4% of the vote. His rags-to-riches
story grabbed Peruvians' attention. From his humble beginnings as a shoeshine boy in the fishing
town of Chimbote, on Peru's central coast, Toledo won a scholarship to study in the US and received
a doctorate in economic development from Stanford University in 1993. Experience working at
the World Bank and a visiting professorship at Harvard University helped solidify his image as a
candidate who could lead Peru into the 21st century.
Toledo's rise mirrored Fujimori's sudden appearance on the Peruvian political scene only a month
before the 1990 elections. A university rector, agronomist and mathematician, Fujimori did not even
figure in the opinion polls until a few weeks before election day. He placed second and went on to
beat novelist Mario Vargas Llosa in the runoff. Fujimori, who is now 61, was re-elected in 1995 with
64% of the vote.
Fujimori allies say they are confident that the president will score a resounding victory in a runoff,
burying any charges of fraud. Toledo, who has called for substantial changes in the country's
electoral process, has demanded that the government sack Portillo, reorganize the ONPE, and allow
independent groups to verify the system. He has also called for equal access to the media. During
the first-round campaign, opposition candidates complained, and international monitors agreed,
that national media, especially television stations, refused them coverage and advertising space.
"We will observe the second round, and we believe steps must be taken to resolve the problems of
the first round, but this requires political will," said Stein. "That goes beyond the political parties
involved."
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Besides the technical irregularities, Stein said, the main problem is Peruvians' lack of trust in
election officials. "They must take measures to re-establish their credibility," he said, but added,
"Firing one person [Portillo] won't solve anything." Toledo goes into the runoff with the support
of six of the other seven opposition candidates. The lone holdout, Ezequiel Ataucusi, a perennial
presidential candidate and head of a quasi-religious party, could swing his support behind Fujimori.
Ataucusi received 0.72% of the vote.
One of Toledo's next tasks will be to reach an agreement with other opposition parties to secure
control of the country's 120-member unicameral Congress. Fujimori's Peru 2000 coalition received
42.15% of the congressional votes, leaving it about 11 seats short of a majority. Fernando Olivera,
leader of the Frente Independiente Moralizador (FIM), which did not field a presidential candidate
and finished third in congressional balloting, says his party will introduce legislation to prohibit
lawmakers from switching parties.
"Once we legislate against party-switching, we are going to strike down the laws of this tyranny,"
Olivera said of Fujimori's 10 years in power. In 1995, Fujimori's Cambio 90- Nueva Mayoria coalition
held a slender majority of 51% of the congressional seats. Because of defections from other parties,
they now control 57%, and opposition party leaders worry that party-switching could shift the
balance of power in the new Congress.

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 3 of 3

